
SAULT COLLEGE OF APPLIED ARTS AND TECHNOLOGY 

CHILD CARE AND ADOLESCENT WORKER PROGRAMME 

PRY inn-fi - Developmental Psychology (CCW) 

INSTRUCTOR: Bob Metcalfe 
Office No: E 465 
Phone: 949-2050 Ext. 293 

TIME: Wednesday - 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. 

DATES: September 7, 1983 to April 18, 1984 

PURPOSE OF COURSE: Developmental Psychology will study normal 

growth and psychological development from conception to old age, 

with an emphasis on childhood and adolescent development. This 

will include an exploration-of the changes in a person's behaviour 

that are a result of the interdependant and interactive effects of 

maturation and experience. In some instances, abnormal development 

and behaviour will be contrasted with normal patterns. 

Psychological concepts, theories and research will be examined 

in relation to developmental processes. 

OBJECTIVES: 

a) For the student to gain an understanding of the field of 

developmental psychology some of its major theories and re­

search contributions; and to gain a clear sense of "psychology" 

as a behavioural science, and of the significance of this field 

to Child Care Work; 

b) To gain an understanding of some major dimensions of normal 

development. 

c) For the student to begin to learn and utilize some of the 

language of psychology. 



For students to learn psychological writing format, and to 

employ the same in their work. 

Finally for all to work together to make this course a reward­

ing and enjoyable experience. 

LEARNING RESOURCES: 

a) Supplied by the College: 

- the Learning Resource Centre 

- audio-visual resources where appropriate 

- a copy--of the APA' reporting format 

- teaching, helping and supporting 

b) Texts - It is requirement of this course that each student 

obtain a copy of each of the following (available in the 

bookstore): 

CD Santrock, John, W., Life-Span Development, Iowa, 

Wm. C. Brown Co. 1983. 

C2) Walraven, Michael, G., Student Study Guide to Life-Span 

Development, Iowa, Wm. C. Brown Co. 1983. 

(3) Drever, J. (ed.) The Penguin Dictionary of Psychology, 

Toronto: Penguin, 1952 

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE FINAL GRADE: 

a) There will be seven tests, following each section of the text. 

A one week notice will be given in advance of each test: 

Test #1 - 4 5% 
Test #5 10% = 55% 
Test #6 5% 
Test #7 20% 

d) 

e) 
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Final paper - this is to be a research effort, on a topic of 

the student's choice, but all topics must be approved by the 

instructor - topic must relate to an aspect of developmental 

psychology (preferably, but not restricted to children or 

adolescents) - at least 10 references, none older than 5 years 

from an approved journal or magazine (e.g. Psychology Today), 

not from a popular magazine (e.g. MacLean's, National Enquirer, 

etc.) or newspaper - legibility, style and grammar are important 

as is the APA format. 

- 1500 words minimum 

- to be handed in the last_day of class in April, 1984 - no 
earlier than 4 weeks prior, no later at all. (keep a copy) 

- a one page outline of the topic must be handed in to the 
instructor by December 8, 1983 - this will allow you at 
least 15 weeks to complete this assignment - topic duplica­
tions will be discouraged. 

- the paper should have a theme - you can either begin with an 
idea, explain it and see if the"literature supports, it, or 
you can research the literature first and see if you can ex­
tract a theme. 

- hint on style: as you read articles, note how the writer 
puts together the thoughts. 

- this will be worth 25% of the final grade. 

Group/Seminar Presentations; 

- groups will be formed and_each will be assigned a section of 
the text - the job of the group will be to research the 
particular topic beyond wnat the text presents and to then 
present the whole topic, in depth, to the class. 

- the rest of the class will be prepared, from the readings, 
and will be ready to ask questions, as will the instructor. 

- all group members should be a part of the research and pre­
sentation - group members may or may not receive the same grade. 
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- oral presentation only - no written submissions are required -
-length - h ~ 1 hour. 

- further details will be provided. 

- it is important to realize that this assignment will involve 
everyone in the overall learning process - each topic will be 
scheduled, and it will be difficult to alter this schedule 
without changing the rest.of the course so stay with the schedule1. 

- this will be worth 15% of the final grade. 

d) Class involvement, participation, preparation (readings completed, 
workbook assignments completed - 5% of final grade. 

Miscellaneous Expectations 

a) Unless otherwise indicated, assume that both the text and work­
book must be brought by each person to each class. 

b) 80% attendance in this course is a requirement - all other 
assignments as listed above are meaningless when attendance 
falls below 80% - see the instructor if you think this will 
happen, for any reason'. 

- 80% means that the maximum each person can miss is three 
classes out of each semester without a grading penalty 
Call the instructor or leave a message if you will be away. 

c) Plagiarism: (N) to take someone's ideas or writings and pass 

them off as one's own. This is very serious. Don't do it! 

- plagiarism results in an automatic rewrite, and if it happens 
a second time, it will result in a failure of this entire 
course (in the senior grades there are no second chances, as 
there may not be another course) 

- to take responsibility for your own learning - it can be 
whatever you want it to be'.' If you keep up and don't fall 
behind, then this can be a very rewarding and enjoyable 
course for you!'. 


